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REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROJECT 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.07 pm]: On 10 March 2016, I attended the 
launch of the Carnamah west and Arrino mobile phone towers. This was followed by the launch of the Yerecoin 
and Bolgart mobile phone towers. The $40 million regional mobile communications project has successfully 
delivered 113 towers across nine regions, improving telecommunication coverage in the state by up to 
31 per cent. The impact of this project has been far-reaching, boosting mobile and internet reception across 
95 000 square kilometres and improving continuous highway and town-to-town coverage. 

The state government is now investing a further $45 million to install additional telecommunications towers in 
small communities as part of the regional telecommunications project. The first 14 sites under this program are 
now operating. The commonwealth and state governments also recently announced joint funding for the delivery 
of new or upgraded mobile base stations in Western Australia under the mobile black spot program. The mobile 
black spot program will deliver a further 130 new or upgraded mobile base stations across Western Australia, an 
increase from the 85 originally planned under the regional telecommunications project. The new sites for the 
mobile black spot program are in addition to 23 sites already announced under the regional telecommunications 
project earlier this year and will result in 153 new towers being constructed across the state in the next few years. 

The state government’s significant investment of $85 million since 2012 in regional telecommunications is 
leading to the development of 266 new mobile phone towers across regional WA. Encouraging technology 
development and innovation will underpin future competitive industries. In line with efforts to ensure that the 
region is able to participate effectively in the digital economy in the global market, the new mobile coverage 
creates opportunities for businesses to improve their customer service, efficiency and competitiveness. These 
programs are an excellent example of how government and the private sector can partner together to achieve 
excellent outcomes for the community.  
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